
The Honorable Joyce Connery  

Chair , Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety 
Board (DNFSB)  

On January 20, 2021, Joyce Connery became the Chair of the Defense Nuclear 
Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) making this her second term of leading the Board. The 
Board is an independent organization within the executive branch chartered with the 
responsibility of providing recommendations and advice to the President and the 
Secretary of Energy regarding public health and safety issues at Department of Energy 
(Department) defense nuclear facilities. Ms. Connery was confirmed to her position in 
August of 2015. 
 
Prior to her confirmation, Ms. Connery was the Director of Nuclear Energy Policy within 
the Office of International Economics on the National Security Council under President 
Obama. In that position, Ms. Connery worked to develop policy among agencies and 
align and coordinate programs covering nuclear safety, security, and nuclear trade. 
Previously, Ms. Connery served as Senior Policy Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of 
Energy. Prior to that post, she was the Director for Threat Reduction and Nuclear 
Energy Cooperation in the office of the WMD (Weapons of Mass Destruction) 
Coordinator at the National Security Council. She served under both the Bush and 
Obama Administrations and was responsible for nuclear Cooperative Threat Reduction 
programs, the Nuclear Security Summit, the President’s four-year effort to secure 
vulnerable nuclear materials, international nuclear energy policy and bilateral nuclear 
security and trade agreements.  
 
Ms. Connery has also served as Senior Policy Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for 
Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation at the National Nuclear Security Administration and 
worked in various other capacities within that organization. She served in Kazakhstan 
for two years, first as the Department of Energy’s nonproliferation representative for the 
Embassy and then as the on-site project manager for the shut-down of the BN-350 fast 
breeder reactor.  
 
Ms. Connery holds a bachelor’s degree in International Relations from Tufts University 
and a Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School and is a 2017 
Graduate of the University of Virginia’s Sorensen Public Leadership Program. Ms. 
Connery also received a Master’s in Social Work from George Mason University in 
2023.  
 
Ms. Connery has received numerous awards over the course of her career, to include 
NNSA’s Silver Medal and the Secretary of Energy’s Distinguished Service Award. She 
was a finalist for the 2012 Service to America Medal for National Security and 
International Relations. In 2013, she received a Presidential Citation from the American 
Nuclear Society and in 2015, she was recognized with a Meritorious Achievement 
Award from the Nuclear Infrastructure Council.  
 
Ms. Connery is an active member of the Institute of Nuclear Materials Management and 
the American Nuclear Society.  

6:30pm- Lecture at the Amentum Center for 

Performing Arts 

7:30pm- Reception at Newberry Hall 
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Tickets Required.  

Seating is Limited. 

 

RSVP by October 13, 2023 

 

Tickets are $50/person* 
 

https://cntaware.org/event/32nd-annual-teller-lecture/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email cnta@bellsouth.net for questions, to 

RSVP, and for sponsorship opportunities. 

 
*CNTA Patron members receive one half-price ticket. 

Benefactor, Advocate & Champion members receive one 

free ticket to event and private reception (held at 5:30pm). 

Attendance at both for guests of invited members is a total of 

$65/guest. Contact CNTA for information. 
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